
May 4, 2020 

To: Hon. Tate Reeves, Restart MS Task Force Chairman Joe     
 Sanderson and Task Force Members, 

We are writing as salon owners in Mississippi, to express our concern about the 
reluctance of our government to allow the reopening of hair salons. While dentists 
and their hygienists, are working in mouths, and doctors are giving botox 
injections and providing other elective services, hairstylists are forbidden to give a 
haircut or paint a little color on a person’s head. Even some medical massage 
clinics have permission to operate. Salons have been singled out and forbidden to 
open. We fear that our lack of any cohesive lobby or advocacy group in 
Mississippi for our salon businesses is going to leave us voiceless in this 
conversation.    

We know our profession has been deemed nonessential, but the fact remains, it is 
our profession, and it is our livelihood. Many have been completely shut out of 
unemployment programs and they are struggling. They want to work, to feed and 
shelter their families. These are not people who are used to filing for benefits and 
working “the system.” There was a story on the news recently, highlighting the 
story of a hairstylist in Jackson, who was unable to secure any kind of financial 
help for her and her two children. We know she would much rather be working 
than spending her days trying to apply for unemployment. In the begining, a lot of 
stylists were under the impression, that if there was not formal decree telling them 
not to work, they would be left out of financial assistance programs. There was 
much clamoring for guidance and leadership from our board. None was given. 
And instead of advocating for our right to safely return to work, our state board 
has been adding language to our regulations outlining fines. 

There certainly are ways hair salons can operate in a safe manner. We all expect to 
take the extra precautions recommended by the CDC, as well as the sanitation 
standards we already practice according to our mandated rules and regulations. 
We recognize that some, with more vulnerable health conditions will need to 
forgo our services, for their own safety or the people they live with. We do, and 
should have, the right to work. We should not be arbitrarily, excluded from 
opening our businesses. 

We implore you to recognize that a salon, like all of our small businesses in this 
free country, is a personal choice. We chose to risk our money, our health, and the 
health and happiness of our families, when we opened our businesses. Free 



people, in this free country, choose to risk their health everyday. We interact with 
people, who may, or may not, be carriers of any number of viruses and bacterial 
diseases that can cause sickness and lead to death. You must not buy into the lie 
that you, as an elected or appointed official, have the responsibility to guarantee 
the health and safety of everyone who wakes up in your state everyday. This is a 
dangerous lie. Our country will cease to be free if you as a governing body, buy 
into this way of thinking. 

We are certain that the day will come when we will be back in our salons. But we 
have not been given a logical reason as to why we are singled out for closure, and 
opening dates have been continually pushed out week after week. Every week 
that goes by we are faced with new examples of real people’s lives who are 
crushed by uncertainty and are unable to plan for their futures. The mental and 
emotional toll is incalculable. As business owners, our leases will have to be paid, 
and our bills have not stopped. Those who have been able to secure PPP and 
continue to pay employees are the minority. 

We urge you to do the right thing. Put the people of Mississippi on notice that 
they are free to risk, and free to keep each other safe. This is a good population 
and they will be responsible, and they will take care of each other. Before we were 
ordered to close our salons, everyone was willing and respectful of anything 
requested for safety’s sake. We are convinced you will see salons all across the 
state enforce CDC recommendations to keep people inside their establishments 
safe. We are the ones with skin in the game. This is what makes America. 

Sincerely yours, 

Jennifer Ellis   Jennifer James Salon  Ridgeland 
Tracy Branch   The Glossary Salon  Florence 
Lindsey Fowler  Elysian Salon   Pass Christian 
Victoria Nicholson  Kosmos Hair Designers Ridgeland 
Lindsay Cash   Vamp Salon   Jackson 
Kristy Wells   Sage Salon & Color Bar Jackson 
Shelly Bagby   Sage Salon & Color Bar Jackson 
Anne Ross   Sage Salon & Color Bar Jackson 
Breanna Smith  The District Salon  Gulfport 
Shelly Cameron  Fringe Salon   Hattiesburg 
Jessica Jones   Jessica Jones Salon  Biloxi 
Kimberly Ferguson  K. Ferguson Salon  Gulfport 
Morgan Wedgeworth  Salon Bar   Hattiesburg 
Molly Gee & Company Molly Gee Webster  Madison 


