
IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT

 
CHOKWE A. LUMUMBA, PLAINTIFF
in his official capacity as
Mayor of Jackson, MS

VS. CAUSE NO. 22-CV-281

THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MS DEFENDANT

WASTE MANAGEMENT OF MISSISSIPPI, INC. INTERVENOR
WASTE DISPOSAL SERVICES, INC. INTERVENOR
RICHARD’S DISPOSAL, INC. INTERVENOR

ORDER SETTING STATUS CONFERENCE

On April 1, 2022, the defendant, City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, filed an Amended

Answer and Motion for Declaratory, Equitable, and Emergency Injunctive Relief. [Docket #58]. 

Waste Management of Mississippi, Inc. joined the City Council’s motion [Docket #61], and filed

its own  Combined Motion and Brief to Alter Judgment [Docket #59].  Intervenor Waste

Disposal Services, LLC joined the City Council’s motion. [Docket #62].  On April 4, 2022 the

City Council filed its Motion for Emergency and Expedited Hearing. Docket #63].

On April 1, 2022, unaware that on that same day the City Council and Waste

Management of Mississippi, Inc. were filing the above referenced motions, the court vacated its

March 31, 2022 Opinion and Judgment and substituted its April 1, 2022 Opinion and Judgment,

based on its conclusion that the issue stated in footnote 31 of its March 31 judgment was not

before the court.  The question now to be addressed is whether the pleadings filed on April 1 and

4, 2022 have placed that issue before the court for decision.

1The court made no ruling in footnote 3, but rather raised the “possible exception” that
“where the Council rejects an emergency contract presented by the Mayor, the Mayor exercises
his veto of the rejection, and the Council overrides the veto.”  The court notes that this appears to
be an issue of first impression in Mississippi.
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Before proceeding further, the court wishes to hold a status conference to provide all

parties, including intervenors and the City of Jackson (interested party), the opportunity to

provide the court with their views and argument as to how, if at all, the court should proceed to

adjudicate the issues raised in the recent pleadings.  The court directs the parties to be prepared to

discuss the Advisory Committee Notes to MRCP 57, which state inter alia that

[a] plaintiff may ask for a declaratory judgment either as sole relief or in addition
or auxiliary to other relief, and a defendant may similarly counterclaim therefor.
Thus the court is not limited only to remedial relief for acts already committed or
losses already incurred; it may either substitute or add preventive and declaratory
relief.

Miss. R. Civ.P. 57, Advisory Committee Notes.

It is, therefore

ORDERED, that all parties, intervenors and the City of Jackson shall appear before the

court for a status conference on Friday, April 8, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. at the Chancery Court, 316

South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 in Courtroom #5 to address the recent

pleadings, and issues described herein.

SO ORDERED this 5th day of April, 2021,

______________________________
Jess H. Dickinson, Circuit Judge
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